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described to me by English friends as particularly help-
ful. He struck me in our first conversation by the
quickness and frankness with which he went straight to
die point; he had that ease and cleverness which has
always appealed to me in Russians, and faced every
question straight as it came up. " Let's see," he said
easily, " when were you last in Moscow ? Oh, I
remember your Russian Memoirs." So he made it
clear that he knew all the worst about my " criminal
past," including even the Zimin theatre, and nothing
more had to be said on that subject.
He saw at once the position which an academic
institution like our School must take up, admitting of
totally different views, and commented : " You are very
catholic," to which I replied : " I suppose universities
ought to be like that." Later he invited me to dinner,
and in a talk of three hours we ranged freely over every
subject in question.
I have said that my attitude in general throughout my
visit was, in a way, one of friendly challenge. " Can
you get me a talk with Mr. Yaroslavsky, the leader of the
Godless ? " I asked. " Why do you want to see him ? "
" Because I happen to be a believer, and I want to know
what it is all about." The talk, by the way, could not
be arranged for want of time. I congratulated him
cordially on the remarkable success of die Plan, and
quoted the comment of a critic, which I have already
mentioned : " They have won all along the line."
** Those," he said, " were exacdy the words of Molotov
in Ms speech to-day,"
I reported what had been achieved towards my educa-
tional objects in which he had already given me cordial

